io8               TURKEY IN TRAVAIL
They were irresponsible in their decisions. They
enjoyed the good things of life to the maximum and
without regret. When evil came, they faced it placidly.
They swept into the life of Constantinople until every
wife, whether Turk or English or Greek, learned to hate
them.
In the excitement of the political intrigues, in watching
the play of forces, in bathing and picnics in the rich
sun, in exploring in twisted alleys and ancient hans
and the vaults below Stambul and the great mosques,
I found time passed rapidly.
Suddenly the first buffets of the threatening storm
struck our web and shook it from end to end. "By the
loth of December 1919, the British had evacuated Syria
and Cilicia, and the French, as always, still believing
that they had somehow been tricked and misled, had
taken over. They commenced to arm the local Armenians
and to enlist them. Without hesitation the Nationalist
Turks struck. They attacked the French at Marash
and after a siege drove them out and besieged the garrison
in Urfa, which made terms to be allowed to retire un-
molested, but in the open country they were treacherously
attacked and forced to surrender. The " National Pact "
was proclaimed and signed by the members of the
Ottoman Parliament which still sat in Constantinople.
In the city, the Ministry of War and all departments
began openly to work for the Nationalists and to send
them arms and money and men. Any orders issued,
or representations made, by the Allies were ignored, and
marked hostility and disrespect were shown. A
Nationalist Government was in power. On the 27th